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imposing ceremony at which all the thirty-third degree Masons in Michigan were present.
What will happen to old Henry's fortune ? About this there is as much mystery as anything in Detroit. Something exists known as the Ford Foundation. This owns Greenfield Village and the Edison Institute (the village, one sees, may turn out to have a utilitarian aspect after all), and as such is a nonprofit organization and is tax exempt. When Ford dies, it is generally believed that most of his wealth will be left to this foundation; if so, the huge estate may escape most inheritance taxes. This procedure will also presumably insure that no Ford stock will have to be dumped on the market to meet enormous tax charges. The old man is believed to own 58 per cent of Ford stock today, and the foundation, on his death, will almost certainly be the richest in the world.
Biggest Union in the World
We come now to the International Union, United Automobile, Aircraft and Agricultural Implement Workers of America, CIO, the biggest labor organization in America. From 15,000 dues-paying members ten years ago, it jumped to 1,250,000 during the war. The figure is considerably less today, mostly because of contraction in the aviation industry. But it is not size that makes the UAW so important. What counts is its power, leadership, heterogeneity, and explosiveness. This is the most volcanic union in the country.
Into Detroit, from the time that Ford announced the $5.00 day, have streamed for years the most miscellaneous types of labor; hence the UAW contains everything from Ku-Kluxers to Trotskyists, from political theorists of the most advanced type to hillbillies who can scarcely read. The UAW is a "rank-and-file union," in which power rises from the bottom.; its leaders, unlike those in the United Steelworkers for instance, have to deal with a constantly shifting body of men who demand the most complete democratic freedom of expression; this has imposed at times an extreme strain on the leadership, in that its first duty has had to be to educate, to teach responsibility.
Also the newness and the speed of rise of the UAW, its enormousness (after all its "population" is twice that of the city of New Orleans or Minneapolis) and its association with an extremely volatile industry, have made fissures inevitable, and a right wing and a left wing have developed. For a time the criterion was whether a member was anti-Communist or not. Now this is not nearly so true. None of the top UAW men are Communists. The Communist philosophy was smartly beaten down at the last Atlantic City convention. Actually differences of view among leaders, though expressed with vociferousness on occasion, are based mostly on personalities, as we shall see.